BILL

                (from within)

        ... you were better than all right,

        kid, you gave a performance, you

        rang a bell-

Addison uses his cane to swing the door open farther, so that

both he and WE can see as well as hear.

INT. MARGO'S DRESSING ROOM - NIGHT

Bill faces Eve, who wears Margo's costume. She is a ravishing

sight. Her eyes shine up to his radiantly:

                BILL

                (continuing)

        - little things here and there, it

        doesn't matter. You can be proud of

        yourself, you've got a right to be.

                EVE

                (quietly)

        Are you proud of me, Bill?

                BILL

        I'll admit I was worried when Max

        called. I had my doubts.

                EVE

        You shouldn't have had any doubts.

                BILL

        - after all, the other day was one

        scene, the woods are full of one

        scene sensations. But you did it.

        With work and patience, you'll be a

        fine actress. If that's what you

        want to be.

                EVE

        Is that what you want me to be?

                BILL

        I'm talking about you. And what you

        want.

                EVE

        So am I.

                BILL

        What have I got to do with it?

                EVE

        Everything.

                BILL

                (lightly)

        The names I've been called. But

        never Svengali.

                (he pats her shoulder)

        Good luck.

He starts out. Addison ducks.

                EVE

        Don't run away, Bill.

                BILL

                (stops)

        From what would I be running?

                EVE

        You're always after truth - on the

        stage. What about off?

                BILL

                (curiously)

        I'm for it.

                EVE

        Then face it. I have. Since that

        first night - here - in the

        dressing room.

                BILL

                (smiles)

        When I told you what every young

        actress should know.

                EVE

        When you told me that whatever I

        became, it would be because of you-

                BILL

        Your make-up's a little heavy.

                EVE

        - and for you.

                BILL

                (slowly)

        You're quite a girl.

                EVE

        You think?

                BILL

        I'm in love with Margo. Hadn't you

        heard?

                EVE

        You hear all kinds of things.

                BILL

        I'm only human, rumors to the

        contrary. And I'm as curious as the

        next man...

                EVE

        Find out.

                BILL

                (deliberately)

        Only thing, what I go after, I want

        to go after. I don't want it to

        come after me.

Tears come to Eve's eyes. She turns away slowly.

                BILL

        Don't cry. Just score it as an

        incomplete forward pass.

